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The purpose of my science project was to determine if the change in barometric pressure has an 
effect on human behavior.  This topic was forefront in my mind when deciding on a project 
because, for quite a while now, I have seen the tough time the students in my grade give 
teachers, and I wanted to help in some way.  My grandmother and mother have both worked in 
the school and seem to comment quite often how they can tell that a storm is coming by the 
behavior of the students.  I wanted to scientifically prove or disprove this theory.  It is my hope, 
that if my results are conclusive, teachers will be able to predict and better plan for the behavior 
of their students based on the barometric pressure. 

I began this experiment by creating a questionnaire that would enable me to gather data on both 
the positive and negative behaviors of the students on a daily basis.  I explained my project to 
teachers in the Middle school and in the Junior High School, and had 22 agree to participate by 
completing the questionnaire each day.  My next step was to record the average barometric 
pressure for each day and chart the information on a graph.  Each week I collected data from the 
teachers and then graphed that information as well on the same graph as the barometric pressure.  
The final step in the process was to come to a conclusion. 

My hypothesis was correct. 79% of the time when the barometric pressure increased, positive 
behavior rose and negative behavior fell.  93% of the time when barometric pressure decreased, 
positive behavior decreased and negative behavior rose. 

My hope is that teachers can use my data to help in their daily classes.  By looking at the weeks’ 
weather, they could plan ahead and know when the students would most likely have trouble with 
their behavior.  So then, they could plan their lessons accordingly. 


