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The purpose of my project is to determine if you really need to spend a bunch of money on store 

bought dog food or if you can make your own healthy good dog food for less money and have 

greater health benefits. My hypothesis is that my dog Maya would naturally choose to eat all the 

homemade food first. The first thing I did was make my recipe of homemade dog food. I put one 

cup of rice, along with two pounds of ground beef, four cups of water 2 oz of Salmon skin, 6 oz 

chopped carrots into the slow cooker and cooked it for five hours. The total cost for my 

ingredients to make dog food for ten days (10 lb) was $11.64. The price of a commercially 

processed 10 lb. bag of dog food was $13.98 (Purina Beneful). Next I let it cool and went to the 

store and bought the commercial dog food. Then I locked up Bindi (my dog that was not getting 

fed the homemade food) in a separate room so I could feed Maya with no distractions. I filled 

two of the same size containers, one with ½ cup of commercial dog food, and the other one 

with1/2 cup of my homemade food. I then recorded my results of which food Maya chose to eat. 

I continued this for two weeks. After collecting my data I understood that my hypothesis was 

correct and every day for two weeks Maya chose the homemade food. The conclusion I had 

drawn was that the fresh homemade food was healthier and made Maya feel good, which made 

Maya happier than she was when she ate the commercial food. I believe the significance of my 

results shows that homemade dog food has greater health benefits than commercial food and it is 

cheaper than buying commercial processed dog food. 

 


